
stability  of farmers,  In-situ rain water conserva�on, 

runoff harvest and chain of check dams in the 

drainage lines for protec�ve irriga�on, use of           

micro irriga�on systems for improving irriga�on 

efficiency, mechaniza�on for soil  moisture 

conserva�on and minimizing produc�on cost, 

extension educa�on of dryland  technologies 

through on-farm demonstra�ons, controlled 

farming, primary agro-processing and marke�ng 

facili�es for be�er price to farm produce and human 

resource development through training, schooling 

and study tours. 

 The four agricultural universi�es  in the 

state have been playing a major role in development 

of agriculture in the respec�ve state regions through 

educa�on, research and technology advancements 

thus making a visible impact on the agriculture 

improvement in the region.

 In general, dryland agriculture today is o�en 

failing to meet the required needs of the producers 

due to numerous challenges and stresses  of food 

insecurity, scarce and degrading resources, climate 

variability coupled with many market, policy and 

socio-economic issues. These challenges also differ 

in complexity and scale than before. Accordingly, 

introspec�ng and fine tuning the available 

technologies, iden�fying the present priori�es  and 

concurrent technological  and development needs 

with a long-term strategic approach is required to 

overcome the intractable problems in the fragile 

dryland ecosystems for achieving greater 

sustainability of  agriculture in the region.

 With this preamble in view, two days 

seminar is being jointly organized  by the  All India 

Coordinated Research Project for Dryland 

Agriculture, Dr. PDKV, Akola and Vidarbha  

Associa�on for Research,  Technology and 

Development in Agricultural and Rural Sectors 

(VART-DARS), providing an opportunity for the 

agricultural scien�sts and other stakeholders to 

introspect and plan for greater sustainability in 

dryland agriculture of the region.

  Themes :

 The overall theme of the seminar is Dryland 

Agriculture in Vidarbha: Priori�es and Development 

Issues. The seminar will focus on the  following  sub 

themes:

l Rainwater Management 

l Smallholder Farming Systems

l Enhancing Soil Fer�lity and Health

l Crop Varie�es and Diversifica�on

l Small Farm Mechaniza�on

l Sustainable Crop Protec�on

l Protected Agriculture

l Organic Farming in Rainfed Agriculture

l Rainfed Livestock systems

l Agro-Processing

l Markets and Value Chains

l Non-farm Enterprises

l Technology Transfer and Adop�on

l Climate Change and Variability

l Crop Insurance

l Capacity Builiding

l Policy Issues

  Background :

   Dryland agriculture has its dis�nct 

importance in the sphere of agricultural produc�on.  

In India 85% of coarse cereals, 83% in pulses, 42% in 

rice, 70% in oilseeds and 65% in co�on are s�ll 

cul�vated as rainfed. Figures are higher in  

Maharashtra state being a predominantly rainfed 

farming state with hardly 18% irrigated area. About 

52% of area of the state is classified as drought 

prone, while 40% of land under plough is light and 

shallow. In Vidarbha approximately 87% of 

cul�vated area is rainfed, and agricultural 

performance is significantly influenced by the 

monsoon. As such popula�on growth, poverty, food 

insecurity and environmental degrada�on are 

problems hounding the dryland agriculture today. 

Increasing agricultural produc�on in these areas 

always encompasses spectrum of issues which 

include water,  soi ls,  pests,  crop-l ivestock 

integra�on, health and nutri�on, post harvest 

technology, and others. Projec�ons are also the 

worst in terms of water scarcity in the coming 

decades. Climate variability further could put an 

a d d i � o n a l  s t re s s  o n  t h e  e c o l o g i c a l  a n d 

socioeconomic systems. Overall the delicate 

balance between natural resources and agricultural 

produc�on is always threatened.

 Among the many policy ini�a�ves, recently 

the Government of Maharashtra has launched Dry 

Land Farming Mission from 2013-14 for 3 years 

across 347 villages selected under 347 tehsils in the 

state. The main emphasis has been laid on- 

improving produc�vity and income for economic  
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