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Post Graduate Diploma in Organic Management Systems and Certification

  Background
India has diverse climatic conditions. The marginal land holdings, poor economic 
background of farmers and undernourishment of crops limiting potential production of 
crops. The extensive agricultural practices contributing in degrading natural resources. 
Therefore, maximum use of on farm resources and other organic inputs are advisable for 
conserving precious resources as well as making agricultural system more profitable. While, 
in organic agricultural practices, certification of farm, organic inputs, harvested produce and 
the technique followed are having greater significance. Presently, most of the multinational 
garment brand demanding organically produced cotton. Equally the people are getting more 
attracted towards organically produced items. Hence ample market is available at global 
level with premium prices, but certification of inputs, process and farm is major constraint. 
With this view the has been framed. The agriculture graduates Post Graduate Diploma 
have greater opportunity to accommodate in multinational certification agencies. 
  Goal 
Preparing and delivering a specific course related to organic management systems and 
certification including crop production, livestock, poultry and products, beekeeping 
/apiculture, food and animal feed processing and handling. 
  About Dr. PDKV,  Akola 
Dr.Panjabrao Deshmukh Krishi Vidyapeeth, Akola is premier institutions imparting 
agricultural education to rural youth through various constitutes and affiliated colleges in 
eleven district of Vidarbha region. Similarly, University is also conducting site specific and 
need based research through its 19 research stations spread over in university jurisdiction. 
The innovative outreach programme is also one of the major mandate of university. The 
University has been executing effective transformation and dissemination of farmers 
friendly technologies through Krishi Vigyan Kendra and research stations. Accordingly, Dr. 
PDKV, Akola is serving for comprehensive up-liftment of farming and community since its 
inception. The University have joined hands together with nine international organizations 
based at Japan, Switzerland, France, Netherlands, Hungary and several institutes in India. 
The University have close association with Research Institute of Organic Agriculture 
(FiBL), Switzerland and The Solidaridad, Netherlands. Cottonconnect, UK, Enviornmental 
Defense Fund, USA.The University has large experimental farm area, where the seed 
production activity is being taken up to fulfill the need of viable and reliable seed to the 
farmers. The University has been accredited by ICAR and ranked 26 among all the SAUs at 
national level.
  About E & H (Subsidiary of Ecocert), France  
The firm Des Enjeux et des Hommes, one of France’s leading CSR consultancy firms, and 
the Ecocert Group, world leader in organic certification and operational support towards 
sustainability, are combining their expertise and teams to form a world-leading sustainable 
development and CSR consultancy division. The two companies share strong values and a 
common ambition: accelerating the transformation of economic models towards greater 
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responsibility, by placing people at the forefront of businesses. Ecocert has been committed 
to Organic Agriculture since 1991 by developing its core business: the certification of 
sustainable practices. To accompany and support organizations in their progression, in 2014 
Ecocert created a subsidiary dedicated to training and consulting, “Ecocert Expert 
Consulting”. The acquisition of 100% of the capital in Des Enjeux et des Hommes enables 
Ecocert to strengthen the strategic component of its business.
   About Cottonconnect South Asia Network
CottonConnect (South Asia) Pvt. Ltd, a private limited company incorporated under The 
Companies Act, 1956. CottonConnect is a pioneering social enterprise that is reimagining 
the future for supply chains. With headquarters in London, on-the-ground teams around the 
world, we help to improve the sustainability of global textile supply chains, thereby enabling 
producers and raw material farmers to work more responsibly and enjoy better livelihoods. 
Cottonconnect is extending financial support to this programme. Also the experts from 
Cottonconnect are sharing their experiences during the course curriculum.
  Course content 
The major topics of this course: 
 Organic Farming: Concepts and Management 
 Organic Agriculture: POP, Inputs, Application methods
 Plant Production and Protection Measures 
 Organic seed breeding: Technologies for seed production under organic management 

systems
 Organic applications in horticulture and forestry 
 National Program for Organic Production (NPOP) requirements for production (Crop, 

Livestock and Products, Bio inputs, Poultry, Apiculture 
 Organic Agriculture: Social and Economic significance 
 Certification introduction and definition 
 Certification process 
 Processing and handling (Food and Feed) 
 Export-Import Policies 
 Self-Enterprises: Entrepreneurship Development  
Guidelines for certification of Grower Groups 
 Participatory Guarantee System (PGS) 
 Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) license 
 Labels 
 TRACENET 
 Non compliances 
 Focus on major crops of the districts around Akola: Pulses, Oilseeds, Cereals, 

Vegetables organic production 
 Overview of GOTS standard for organic cotton production 
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 Insights on how to start an organic business (theory, case studies and field visits)
 Overview of the main actors, main outlets and commercial opportunities
 Statutory requirement for setting of organic business unit 
 Food processing and nutraceuticals 
 Input manufacturing 
 Cosmetic industry 
 Textile industry 
  Course Details 
To cover all the above-mentioned topics, it would potentially be 
 60 hours course (60 credits) 
 12 months period 
 Based on a 1+1 total credits model, thus having equal theoretical and practical time for 

students. 
  Course Curriculam
The diploma course will consists of certification process and methodologies for
 Crop production (Agricultural-Horticultural, Forest crops) 
 Organic Input Production-Protocol-Applications 
 Livestock, poultry, Dairy  and products, 
 Beekeeping /apiculture, food and animal feed processing and handling.
 Focus on NPOP/ NOP/ Role of APEDA and other certification agencies 
 Role of FSSAI, Government line departments 
 Introduce students to the other organic regulations in other regions of the world 
 Production and certification of bio inputs
 Exposure visits

Course Fees  :  35000 INR

Eligibility: Agriculture Graduate /Any Science Graduate*  
 Graduate in Agriculture or allied sciences (Must have completed degree in 

Agriculture/ Horticulture, Forestry/ Agricultural Engineering/ Biotechnology/ Food 
Technology/ Dairy Technology/ Agri Business Management)

 Any Science graduate (Must have completed degree with PCB/ PCM Group)
 The admissions will be given based on higher CGPA (Agriculture and Allied sciences) 

or Percentage (Any Science graduate) obtained during undergraduate programme 
(The graduation obtained with distance learning will not be considered for said course. 
Similarly, any degree mentioned above should be obtained through proper 
registration, successful course completion and physically attended examination)
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Period of Course : One Year 

Language of Course : English 

Library: The students admitting to this course may use the Central Library of the University 
during the office period 

  Execution of Programme 
The course will be conducted at University Headquarters. The faculty of University, Ecocert 
as well as subject experts from recognized and reputed institutes, line departments of 
government , agencies of central government, public sector, private sector and progressive 
farmers will be conducting classes. The theory and practical classes will be conducted on 
Thursday and Friday (1030-1800 hrs). Sometime based on the availability of experts, 
the classes will be conducted during other official days. However, the entire course 
curriculum has been divided into indoor and practical classes. The field studies, 
practical exposure and educational tours will also be followed during the duration of 
course. 
  Exposure Visits 
The visits to organically certified farms, successful FPOs, bio inputs manufacturing units, 
seed Farmer Producing Organizations/ Companies, Research Institutes, Seed processing 
plants etc will be organized during the course duration as part of practical. 
Placement opportunities 
 The candidate undergoing diploma course has an opportunity to get placement in 

multinational agencies involved in manufacturing bio inputs and certification
 The candidate can be accommodated in channels of organic certification of various 

government and private sector  
 The candidates can be involved in export and import of organic products 

However, PDKV , Ecocert and Cottonconnect are not bound to provide jobs after completion 
of diploma
  INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES 
1. The candidates should read the prospectus and application form carefully before filling 

in the application. 
2. Submit the hard copy of application form along with essential documents to the address 

given in prospectus 
3. The said course is completely professional. Hence, the selected candidate has to deposit 

Rs. 35000/- at the time of admission. The details for transaction is given separately in 
prospectus. The course fee is non-refundable. 

4. The self-attested photocopies of degree certificate and marksheet / grade card of 
Graduate /Post Graduate/ Doctoral degree examination is essential to submit along with 
application. 
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5. The candidate has to submit leaving certificate of last college attended at the time of 
admission. However, if the candidate is already pursuing any other degree/ diploma has 
to submit duly signed by Head of the Institution. Failing  “No Objection Certificate” 
of which admission will not be confirmed. 

6. Domicile Certificate of the candidate issued by competent authority of respective State 
or College / School Leaving Certificate or Birth Certificate issued by competent 
authority of respective state mentioning the birth place from respective State.

7. The candidate will be selected purely based on CGPA obtained in Under Graduate 
degree programme in agriculture and allied discipline, however in other science 
graduate students, the highest percentage of undergraduate degree programme will be 
considered.

8. The students those have completed their graduation in Agriculture, Horticulture, 
Forestry, Biotechnology, Agriculture Business Management, Agricultural 
Engineering, Food Technology, Dairy Technology will be eligible under agriculture 
and allied discipline. However, under any Science discipline, the students those 
have completed their graduation with PCB / PCM group (Chemistry, Physics, 
Botany, Zoology, Microbiology, Home Science etc ) will only be eligible.

9. Reservations will not be applied in any case. Similarly, any concessions will also not be 
given in fees of the course as it is completely professional.  

10. The candidate has to deposit full fees at the time of admission only. 
11. The candidates must have to attend at least 80 % classes, failing of the same he or she 

will not be allowed to appear for the final examination.
12. The University is not bound to provide any accommodation and boarding facilities. 
13. The candidate has to make their arrangement of travel and local transport at their own.
14. During the execution of course some classes will be held  at University physically

Headquarters, however some classes will be arranged .  virtually
15. In case of a ‘Tie’ for admission, the following criteria will be applied in the following 

sequence for deciding the merit. (a) Higher Marks (b) Higher CGPA in Post Graduate 
Examination. (c) No of years required to complete postgraduate degree programme. 
(d) The candidate elder in age. (e) Date and time of application form submitted first. 
Rights for selection of candidates are reserved with University.

16. The upper age limit for admission is 50.
17. In case of any litigation as regards the admission process, the prospectus shall be 

considered as valid.  
18. Every candidate shall peruse the ‘Admission List’ on the dates as per the time table of 

admission. The candidate whose name appears in the List’ shall visit personally for 
confirmation.

19. If the candidate desires to cancel his/ her admission after registration he/she has to 
submit the request application addressed to the Course Director. In such case, the 
candidates are advised to collect all original documents from Course Director, 
However the deposited fees will not be refunded as per norms.
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20. The candidate who are allotted and has desire to confirm their admission such candidate 
will have to report with original documents and prescribed fees on or before the last date 
& within specified time.

21. The changes happened in admission schedule or admission procedure due to natural 
disaster or technical problems, the notices/ circulars will be made available on 
University website time to time. Therefore, it is necessary to visit University website 
(www.pdkv.ac.in) time to time for updated information during admission process. 

22. The name and contact number of the Director, Co-Course Director and Coordinator are 
given in prospectus for any correspondence.

23. The candidate has to download prospectus from university website (www.pdkv.ac.in) 
for detail information. The application form is given separately in word file. The 
students have to fill up the same and submit in person along with Demand Draft of          
Rs. 250/- “Comptroller, Dr. PDKV, Akola”only in favor of  against application 
charges.

24.  The list of selected candidates will be displayed on university website. The selected 
candidate has to report in person to Course Director/ Co-Director/Coordinator within 
three days for confirmation of admission. While reporting, the Demand Draft of         
Rs. 35000/- “Comptroller, Dr. PDKV, Akola”in favor of  should be submitted against 
admission fees. 

25. If the candidates in displayed list are not reporting in three days after display of list on 
University Website, the candidates in waiting list will be called.

26. The course is fully professional, however University , Ecocert or Cottonconnect  are not 
bound to avail job opportunities or setting of startup business 

27. The University reserves full rights for taking any decisions based on the situation arises. 
The decision of Controlling Officer and Course Director would be final.



  Contact Details 
Course Director Dr. A . nita B  Chorey
 Chief Scientist, Centre for Organic Agriculture, 

Research and Training and Head, Department of 
Agronomy, Dr. PDKV, Akola 

 8983686359Cell No : 
 Email:  aabchorey@rediffmail.com
Co- Course Director Dr. N. M. Konde  
 Associate  (CAS) Professor , Agro Ecology and 

Environment Centre Dr. PDKV, Akola ,  
 Cell No: 7249485375
 Email: nitinkonde75@gmail.com
Coordinator . P. V. Shingrup Dr

  ProfessorAssistant , Centre for Organic Agriculture, 
Research and Training, Department of Agronomy, Dr.  
PDKV, Akola  

 Cell No: 9881485878
 Email: pvshingrup@gmail.com

   Advisory Committee
                            Name Designation
Dr. S. R. Gadakh    Chief Patron
Hon'ble Vice Chancellor, Dr. PDKV, Akola
Dr. V. M. Bhale     Advisor 
Former Vice Chancellor, Dr. PDKV, Akola and 
Subject Expert (Organic Farming)  
Shri. Anil Jadhao  Member
Managing Director 
Ecocert India Pvt Ltd, Bengluru
Ms. Luella Fernandes Member
Training Consultant 
Ecocet (E and H), France
Director  Member
Maharashtra Organic Certification Agency,  
Department of Agriculture, Government of Maharashtra 
Dr.  D. M. Panchbhai Member Secretary
Dean (Agriculture), Dr. PDKV, Akola   
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Programme Execution Committee
SN Name Designation                  
1  Course DirectorDr. Anita B. Chorey
 Chief Scientist, Centre for Organic  
 Agriculture Research and Training and Head, 
 Department of Agronomy, Dr. PDKV, Akola 

2  Co-Course DirectorDr. N. M. Konde
 Associate Professor-CAS, Agro Ecology and 
 Environment Centre, Dr. PDKV, Akola  

3  CoordinatorDr. P. V. Shingrup
 Assistant Professor , Centre for Organic Agriculture, 
 Research and Training, Department of Agronomy, 
 Dr. PDKV, Akola  

4  Member and Subject Dr. N. S. Satpute
 Professor (CAS), Department of Agricultural  Expert
 Entomology, Dr. PDKV, Akola 

5  Member and Subject Dr. Y. V. Ingle
 Associate Professor-CAS, Plant Pathology,  Expert
 AICRP on Fruits, Dr. PDKV,Akola  

6  Member and Subject Dr. D. V. Mali
 Associate Professor (CAS), Department of Soil Science  Expert
 Dr. PDKV, Akola 

7 Member and Subject Dr. U. A. Raut  
 Professor – CAS (Horticulture),  Expert
 Department of Fruit Science, Dr. PDKV, Akola  

8 Member and Subject Dr. K. U. Bidwe 
 Associate Professor-CAS, Department of Animal  Expert
 Husbandry and Dairy Science, Dr. PDKV, Akola  

9 Member and Subject Dr. S. B. Deshmukh 
 Associate Professor (CAS), Cotton Research Unit,  Expert
 Dr. PDKV, Akola  

10 Member and Subject Dr.H.K. Deshmukh 
 Professor-CAS (Forestry), College of Forestry,  Expert
 Dr. PDKV, Akola 
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Soil and Plant Testing Laboratory

Class oom / Lab Facilitiesr  

Classroom

Bio-pesticide Production Unit

Biological Control Unit
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Students Field Activities 
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Tour and Field Activities 

Lectures
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Practical Exposure

18



Contact 
Centre for Organic Agriculture Research and Training 

Department of Agronomy, In front of Student Welfare Ofce 
Dr. PDKV, Akola – 444104 (MS)

Mobile No.:   / 9822875375 7588962215 / 
9561260921 / 8379917941

E mail: coartpdkvakola@gmail.com

www.pdkv.ac.in


